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used I," returned Barnardo, "but I had to give it up,
because one day, when I began to come here, the boys so
annoyed me ... that I lost patience and had all I could do
to keep from striking them with my stick. If I had, it would
have killed my work for the Lord; so I left it at home after
that.55 Here was an attribute of the later man. If, in pursuit
of his Purpose, his right hand offended, he was prepared to
"cut it off and cast it from him55.
Of the nature of these visitations, Owens has left a brief
account. Recalling a \isit through Marrowbone Lane, a
winding alley in the "Liberties", Dublin's \ilest slum, he
states: "There we w*ent from house to house and room to
room, and, as we got access, spoke, read and prayed with
each family and left a tract. At the end of the lane was a
widows' almshouse; there Barnardo loved to go. He often
gave the old women tea, and helped others in extreme cases
of sickness and poverty.55 From Owens we learn, too, that
always before setting off on such visitations Barnardo
prayed earnestly, "not only for those we were to visit, but
for wisdom and grace for ourselves". From another co-
worker we get a glimpse of the seriousness and sympathy
with which he gave himself up to this labour of love. Calling
at the house of an afHicted family, shortly after Barnardo
had paid a visit, this missioner was told that the previous
visitor "had wet the floor with his tears, as he prayed by
the bedside of the invalid".
The influence of the revival upon the vilest districts of
Dublin was not insignificant; augmenting the labours of
Ragged Schools and other missions, it sent a band of noble
workers to grapple with the ghastly problems of slumdom.
Twelve years after   conversion, Barnardo, revisiting  the
worst haunts of his native city, wrote: "For unswerving
faithfulness, real loyalty to Christ and earnest, aggressive,
philanthropic effort, perhaps few cities in the world are to
be compared with Dublin, when its size and the small
number of its Protestant population are considered/* But